· How they heard of the project?

Figures opposite for:

(Top) Interested but no data

(MT) Novice: Participants with less than 50 SRS

(MB) Expert: Participants with more than 50 SRS

(Bottom) Honorary and paid members
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Data on why people joined the project were obtained directly from the PA2 forms atlassers filled in when joining the Project.  Some 288 people inquired about the project but never joined.  Some 803 joined but never submitted data, of which 308 never completed PA2 forms.  Of some 377 Novices, 102 did not send in PA2 forms.  Of the 98 Experts, 16 did not return PA2 forms.  Some 69 people were placed on the honorary mailing list – some 47 of these did not fill in a PA2 form.

In all cases most participants heard of the Protea Atlas Project through the professional network (mainly Nature Conservation staff and academics), through Special Interest Group Newsletters and from friends or by word of mouth.

For interested these three contributed 55% of cases, with Shows and Newspapers also contributing significantly.  For Novices the top three categories accounted for 72%, with no clear cut secondary variables.  For expert the three variables account for 57%.  Honorary atlassers heard about the project mainly through the professional network (45%), with Special Interest Group walks being the next category.
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Special Interest Group Walks and people explicitly solicited by the promoter of the project (Tony) – but interestingly not by the coordinators – yielded the most Experts.  Radio, TV and Magazines contributed no Experts at all.
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